Clinical and biochemical parameters during neuroleptic treatment. II. Antipsychotic effect of haloperidol in patients with chronic organic brain damage.
The time-course of psychopathological symptoms, of extrapyramidal side effects, and of changes in cerebrospinal fluid (CSF) concentration of homovanillic acid (HVA) and 5-hydroxyindoleacetic acid (5-HIAA) were simultaneously studied during Haloperidol treatment of 14 psychotic patients with chronic organic brain damage. After 15 days of treatment significant antipsychotic effect was found, while Parkinsonism scores in clinical and experimental tests increased only slightly. CSF concentration of HVA increased significantly by 150% compared to the baseline value (p less than 0.05) and 5-HIAA remained unchanged. No correlation was found between the clinical and biochemical variables studied. The comparison of these results with those obtained in patients without brain damage suggests that different psychopathological and extrapyramidal responses to neuroleptics are not strictly associated with specific HVA changes in CSF.